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American High School
Diploma’' Now Equivalent
to Class 12 in Himachal:
Dr. Rajesh Sharma

SANJAY AGGARWAL
DHARAMSHALA JUL 20 : There is
significant and welcome news

for students in Himachal
Pradesh who have completed
their schooling at foreign-

accredited institutions. They will
no longer face technical hurdles
when seeking admission to
colleges and universities within
the state. In a landmark
decision, the Himachal Pradesh
Board of School Education
(HPBOSE), Dharamshala, has
recognized the 'American High
School Diploma' from the
United  States  (USA) as
equivalent to the state's Class 12
examination. This move fully
opens the doors to higher
education in the state for
students who have studied
under foreign boards. Board
Chairman Dr. Rajesh Sharma,
while announcing this important
notification, stated that this
recognition applies specifically
to the 'American High School
Diploma Transcript (Grade 12)

or 12-Year High School Diploma’
issued by schools accredited by
the Northwest Accreditation
Commission (NWAC) of the USA.
The Board adopted this policy
decision in alignment with
guidelines issued periodically by
the Ministry of Education
(Government of India) and the
Association of Indian
Universities (AIU), New Delhi, to
integrate students from
international boards into
mainstream higher education.
The notification also outlines a
crucial condition: Dr. Sharma
clarified that the decision to
treat this American diploma as
equivalent to Class 12 is limited

solely to the purpose of
admission into higher
education; rules regarding

employment or other purposes
may differ. To prevent fraud and
ensure transparency, the Board
has issued strict instructions
mandating the verification of
the authenticity and validity of a

student's certificates before
granting admission. The
Education Board consistently

makes decisions with the best
interests of students in mind.
The Board Chairman expressed
confidence that, following this
new notification, the admission
process for higher education
institutions will become much
clearer, easier, and more
transparent for students who
have completed their senior
secondary education through
NWAC. This is being considered
a highly positive step towards
the globalization of education in
Himachal.
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HPBOSE EQUATES AMERICAN
DIPLOMA TO SENIOR SECONDARY
CERTIFICATE

In a major relief for students holding foreign school credentials, the Himachal Pradesh Board of School Education
(HPBOSE) has officially recognized the United States' 'American High School Diploma’ as eguivalent to the state’s
Class 12 senior secondary certificate. This breakthrough decision eliminates the stubborn bureaucratic hurdles that
previously blocked international stream students from entering local colleges and universities.

HPBOSE Chairman Dr. Rajesh Sharma announced that the newly approved policy specifically applies to the
‘American High School Diploma Transcript (Grade 12) or the '12-Year High School Diploma’ issued by institutions
accredited by the Northwest Accreditation Commission (NWAC) in the USA. The landmark shift aligns directly with
guidelines from the Union Ministry of Education and the Association of Indian Universities (AIU) to seamlessly
integrate globally educated students into the mainstream Indian academic system.

However, the state board has attached a crucial rider to this structural upgrade. Dr. Sharma emphasized that this
equivalence is strictly valid for securing admissions into higher education institutions. The credentials will not
automatically apply to government employment or other corporate hiring regulations, which remain governed by
separate verification frameworks.

To safeguard the admission process against potential fraud, the board has mandated an ironclad verification
protocol. No college or university can finalize an admission under this quota without first verifying the
authenticity of the student's transcripts directly with the issuing American body. Security remains paramount,
and universities must clear the verification hurdle before any student can claim Class 12 status.

This strategic reform marks a significant leap toward globalizing higher education in Himachal Pradesh. By
clearing out the red tape for NWAC graduates, the board is making the transition into university smoother, faster,
and far more transparent for families looking to bring their foreign-educated children back into the local
academic fold.
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