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HP Board exams to test students

logical reasoning through case
study-based questions

SANJAY AGGARWAL

DHARAMSHALA JUL 17 : The
Himachal Pradesh Board of
School Education (HPBOSE) has
announced a major and historic
shift in the state's education and
examination system. Aligning
with the vision of the National
Education Policy (NEP-2020), the
Board has decided that, starting
with the March 2027
examinations, students will no

evaluate their logical thinking
and analytical capabilities. Dr.
Rajesh Sharma, Chairman of the
School Education Board, shared
details regarding this significant
change. He explained that
under the new system, two case
study-based questions will be
mandatory in the question
paper for every subject. These
questions will present a detailed
scenario based on real-life
situations or specific contexts.
Students will be required to
analyze the situation and
provide accurate answers based
on their knowledge,
understanding, and logical
reasoning. The primary
objective of this initiative is to
ensure that students do not
merely memorize facts but
understand the subject matter
and learn to apply it in practical
life. In the current educational
landscape, shifting the focus
from rote learning to problem-
solving and decision-making
capabilities is the need of the
hour. Dr. Sharma stated that the
true purpose of education is the

longer be assessed solely on the practical application of
basis of rote-learned knowledge.  Case study
knowledge. Instead, '‘case questions will connect students

study'-based questions will be
included in question papers to

with real-life situations, moving
them beyond the confines of
textbooks.
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HIMACHAL BOARD QUESTIONS

WILL NOW REQUIRE STUDENTS
TO THINK, NOT JUST CRAM

Sunny Mahajan | Dharamshala

Himachal Pradesh Board of School Education (HPBOSE) has finally
decided to check if kids can actually think. Starting March 2027, the
board is making a historic, high-stakes pivot toward sanity by
making case study-based questions mandatory in all exam papers.
Aligned with the National Education Policy (NEP-2020) and the
central monitoring body 'PARKH' guidelines, this reform means the
days of mindlessly vomiting memorized textbook pages onto an
answer sheet are officially numbered. Instead, students will face
real-world scenarios designed to test their logic, analytical skills,
and critical thinking.

HPBOSE Chairman Dr. Rajesh Sharma confirmed that every single
guestion paper will feature exactly two case-study problems. These
won't be your standard "define this concept” prompts. Instead,
students will be handed complex, real-life situations and asked to
solve them using actual understanding rather than blind memory.
It turns out education is supposed to prepare you for life, not just
for passing exams. The board wants to build problem-solvers and
decision-makers, which is a bold ask for a system that has
historically worshipped cramming,.

Of course, you can't just change the rules of the game without
telling the players. Because this new analytical universe is going to
shock both students and teachers, HPBOSE is gearing up to
modernize its entire paper-setting process. The board is rolling out
specialized training sessions for teachers to upgrade their skills,
ensuring they don't teach the old way while trying to test the new
way. While the sudden demand for critical thinking might trigger
some initial panic in classrooms across the state, this futuristic
leap promises to make Himachal's students sharp enough to
handle both competitive exams and the unpredictable chaos of the
real world.
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