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CRACKDOWN ON CHEATING
NABS 27 STUDENTS IN
HIMACHAL BOARD EXAMS

The Sunny Times | Dharamshala |

The Himachal Pradesh Board of School Education has
intensified its vigil against unfair means in the ongoing
Himachal Pradesh State Open School (HPSOS) 2026
examinations, booking 27 candidates across the state for
cheating. High-tech surveillance and surprise checks have
significantly reduced room for malpractice, with officials
maintaining zero tolerance toward attempts to undermine the
examination's integrity.

Chamba district emerged as the primary hotspot of illicit
activity, accounting for 11 of the reported cases. Enforcement
teams also uncovered cheating in several other regions,
identifying five cases in Kangra, four in Sirmour, three in
Mandi, two in Una, and one case each in Kullu and Shimla,
showing widespread monitoring across the state.

Authorities attribute these detections to a coordinated
surveillance strategy combining round-the-clock CCTV
cameras with mobile flying squads conducting unexpected hall
inspections. Board Chairman Dr. Rajesh Sharma affirmed that
protecting academic merit and examination transparency
remains the board's highest priority, noting that strict
penalties under existing regulations await every offender
caught using unfair means.

Dr. Sharma urged candidates to place faith in honest
preparation rather than seeking risky shortcuts, emphasizing
that true academic progress depends entirely on disciplined
hard work. He reiterated the board's resolve to safeguard the
credibility of the state's education system and maintain an
equitable testing ground for all diligent students.

£ © X /TheSunnyTimes *




Himachal SOS Exams: Board cracks down on
cheaters; 27 caught so far. "No compromise
on the sanctity of the examination": Dr.
Rajesh Sharma

SANJAY AGGARWAL

DHARAMSHALA OCT 2 : Cheaters have no
escape in the Himachal Pradesh State Open
School (HPSOS) examinations currently being
conducted by the Himachal Pradesh Board of
School Education. The Board has tightened its
grip to ensure transparency and curb the
'cheating mafia'. Thanks to strict monitoring
via high-tech CCTV cameras and flying squads,
27 cases of the use of unfair means (UMC)
have been detected across the state so far.
Chamba district alone accounts for the
highest number of cases (11), prompting the
Board to exercise greater vigilance regarding
security arrangements at exam centers.
Highest cases in Chamba; action taken in
other districts too. According to the latest data
released by the Board, the campaign launched
this year to curb cheating is yielding concrete

results. Out of the 27 cases detected
statewide, the highest number 11 candidates
—were caught red-handed cheating at exam
centers in Chamba district. Additionally, 5
cases were reported in Kangra, 4 in Sirmaur, 3
in Mandi, 2 in Una, and one each in Kullu and
Shimla. These figures demonstrate that the
Board's monitoring teams are working with
utmost diligence in every district. The
deterrent effect of 'Third Eye' surveillance and
surprise inspections.Technology is being
extensively utilized this time to prevent
cheating at exam centers. Dr. Rajesh Sharma,
Chairman of the Himachal Pradesh Board of
School Education, stated that maintaining the
fairness, transparency, and credibility of the
examinations is the Board's top priority. 'Third
Eye' surveillance using CCTV cameras is being
implemented at all sensitive examination
centers. Additionally, flying squad teams are
conducting continuous surprise inspections to
eliminate any possibility of irregularities
within the examination halls. Rely on hard
work; shortcuts will prove costly. Taking a
serious view of the rising instances of
cheating, Board Chairman Dr. Rajesh Sharma
has issued a stern warning. He stated that
there would be no compromise—at any level
—regarding the sanctity of education and the
examination process. Action is being taken
under the Board's strict regulations against
examinees caught wusing unfair means.
Furthermore, Dr. Sharma has made a special
appeal to all examinees. He said, "Students
should not resort to shortcuts for success.
Take the exam based on honesty, discipline,
and hard work, and do not rely on any form of
unfair means." He assured that the Board is
committed to ensuring a fair examination
environment and upholding the credibility of
the examination system under  all
circumstances.



