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Chie Swmuny Tnnes

HPBOSE REVISES EXAM TIMETABLE
ACROSS HIMACHAL AHEAD OF
LOCAL ‘SAIR' CELEBRATIONS

Sunny Mahajan | Dharamshala

If you were banking on an extra 24 hours of last-minute
cramming, think again. The Himachal Pradesh Board of
School Education (HPBOSE) just threw a tiny wrench into
study plans across the state, pulling forward the start of
State Open School (SOS) exams because the hills are taking a
break for the traditional 'Sair’ festival. With district
magistrates declaring local holidays for the festivities, the
board decided celebration and calculus don't mix, moving
the September 17 paper up by a day to September 16, 2026.
That means students appearing for their 8th, 10th, and 12th-
grade examinations now kick off their academic gauntlet
on the exact same morning. Pencil sharpening starts early:
all exams run in the morning slot from 9:45 AM to 1:00 PM.
Eighth graders will wrap up their papers by September 24,
tenth graders will battle through until September 28, and
Class 12 veterans will grind until October 6.

The practical examinations haven't escaped the calendar
squeeze either, slated to run from October 8 to October 17 at
respective study centres right after the written storm clears.
The new schedule also sweeps up regular students caught in ’
the administrative backlog, including those taking re-
evaluation compartment tests from March and Class 8
students whose July exams washed away during the
monsoon downpours.

Board Chairman Dr. Rajesh Sharma has urged everyone to
skip the rumor mill, check the official HPBOSE portal
directly, and double-check their alarm clocks. The holiday
isn't going anywhere, but your test just arrived early.
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